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About the Authors 
JOHN K. COX is professor and department head in history at North Dakota 
State University in Fargo. He earned his PhD in East European History at 
Indiana University in 1995. The History of Serbia (2002), Slovenia: Evolving 
Loyalties (2005), and translations of novels by Danilo Kiš, Ivan Cankar, and 
Vjenceslav Novak are among his chief book publications. Cox has also written 
articles on life under the Croatian Ustaša regime during World War II and on 
the historiographical debates surrounding the works of Kiš. He is currently 
writing a study of the work of the Albanian intellectual Ismail Kadare and 
translating fiction by Miklós Radnóti and AjlaTerzić. His research interests 
include the constructivist origins of nationalism and the role of intellectuals 
under fascism and Stalinism, while his teaching specialties include the 
Ottoman Empire and post-1861 Russia as well as Eastern Europe. He has lived 
and traveled extensively in Central Europe and the Balkans. He taught for 
thirteen years at Wheeling Jesuit University near Pittsburgh before moving to 
North Dakota State in 2007.
JŪLIJA DIBOVSKA is a PhD candidate at the University of Latvia. Her 
research interests are: Latvian literature, prose, the relations between cinema 
and literature, literary criticism. Currently she works as the managing editor 
and translator at publishing houses Jumava and J.L.V., author, editor and pro-
ject manager of Literary Review Site (www.ubisunt.lu.lv).
JANA DREIMANE, Dr. Phil., is senior researcher at the National Library of 
Latvia (NLL). Her research topic is book and library in the post-Soviet Latvia 
at the end of the 20th century. For more than ten years she has worked as 
editor of the Latvian professional journal Bibliotēku Pasaule (Library World). 
Working at Library Development Institute of the NLL she was engaged in the 
organization of international academic conferences on book science. Now 
she is editor of Latvijas Nacionālās bibliotēkas Zinātniskie raksti (Scientific 
Proceedings of the NLL). She is a member of the Library Association of Latvia 
and the Nordic-Baltic-Russian Network on the History of Books, Libraries and 
Reading (HIBOLIRE).
AXEL ENGLUND is currently a Wallenberg Academy Fellow in Literature 
at the Department of Culture and Aesthetics, Stockholm University. He is the 
author of Still Songs: Music In and Around the Poetry of Paul Celan (Ashgate 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.12697/IL.2015.20.2.17
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Publishing, 2012), the first book-length study to approach the topic of Celan 
and music. Englund’s articles on modernist poetry and musico-literary inter-
mediality have been published in The German Quarterly, German Life & Letters 
and Perspectives of New Music, as well as in numerous anthologies. In addition 
to Paul Celan, his writings have dealt with, among others, W.G. Sebald, Nelly 
Sachs, Rainer Maria Rilke and Heinrich Heine. Together with Anders Olsson, 
Englund has also edited Languages of Exile: Migration and Mutilingualism in 
Twentieth-Century Literature (Peter Lang, 2013). In 2011, he was an Anna 
Lindh Fellow at Stanford University, and he has held visiting scholarships at 
Columbia University and Freie Universität Berlin.
SIMONETTA FALCHI, PhD, is currently a Researcher of English at the 
University of Sassari, Sardinia, where she held a Research Fellowship aimed at 
developing her study on Matrix Characters in English Literature in the Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth Century (2007–2011). In 2008–2009 she was academic visitor 
at the University of Cambridge (Faculty of English and Lucy Cavendish College). 
She also helped as a member of the editorial board with the journal of English 
Studies The Grove (University of Jaen) and with the cross-cultural journal 
Annali della Facoltà di Lingue e Letterature Straniere (Università di Sassari). She 
has been regional coordinator of REELC, and assistant for the updating of the 
AIA online bibliography (also a member of ESSE, and of the ISC, International 
Shakespeare Centre). Her main research interest is the reception of myth in 
the broader sense, including classical, para-biblical and literary myths; she also 
deals with the intertwining between literature, culture, and technology.
MIRJAM HINRIKUS is senior researcher at the Under and Tuglas Literature 
Centre of the Estonian Academy of Sciences in Tallinn and assistant pro-
fessor in Estonian literature at Tallinn University. She earned her PhD in 
Estonian literature at Tartu University in 2011. Her main research interest is 
modernization of Estonian literature and culture (especially Young-Estonia 
movement and A. H. Tammsaare) and her research terms are Decadence, 
Modernity, Modernism and gender. 
MAJA LAVRAČ, received her B.A. in English and German languages and 
literatures from the University of Ljubljana’s Faculty of Arts in 1979, then 
went to China, where she studied Chinese language and literature at Beijing 
Languages Institute and Nanjing University for three years. In 1992–1994 
she studied in Hong Kong, where she received her Master’s degree in Chinese 
Studies from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Science at Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technology. In 1982–1995 she was a free-lance 
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literary translator and published several books of translation from Chinese, 
English and German, then (1995–1998) worked as a researcher at the newly 
established Department of Asian and African Studies, Faculty of Arts, 
Ljubljana. In 1998, she was awarded her PhD in literature after defending the 
thesis Daoistična in budistična simbolika v poeziji Wang Weija. At the moment, 
she’s working at the same department as an associate professor of sinology. She 
has published two monographs on Chinese literature (traditional and modern) 
and various articles on traditional Chinese poetry.
YORDAN LJUCKANOV lives and works in Sofia. After a diploma work 
on Alexander Pushkin’s Imagined talk with Alexander the First (2000, Sofia 
University) and a PhD thesis on the reception of Classical and Middle East, 
Greece, and Rome in the literature and aesthetics of Russian modernism 
(2006, Institute for Literature at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and 
Higher Attestation Commission of Bulgaria), he expanded his research 
towards Russian émigré literature and culture in Bulgaria (1920s–1940s), 
ideas of Bulgarian collective identity (esp. from the interwar period), inter-
mediality (focus on relations between literature and spatial arts, incl. in the 
composition of scholarly editions of classical writers’ works), and comparative 
literature (focus on the Black Sea region). Currently he is studying Georgian. 
Yordan Ljuckanov is the author of two books (one on Dmitry Merezhkovsky, 
2008, and the other on Russian “Eurasianism”, its reception in Bulgaria and 
its Bulgarian intellectual neighbours, 2012), co-author and co-editor of the 
Encyclopaedic dictionary of Russian émigré periodicals of Bulgaria (2012), and co-
editor of four more books. Further information can be found at https://sites.
google.com/site/yordanlyutskanov.
KATJA MIHURKO PONIŽ is associate professor of Slovenian Literature 
at School of Humanities, University of Nova Gorica. Her research interests 
include early Slovenian women writers, especially Zofka Kveder, the history of 
women’s movent in Habsburg monarchy, digital humanities and the relations 
between Slovenian and German Literature. She is author of four books and 
editor of the critical edition of Collected Works of Zofka Kveder (three volumes 
of the collection have been published so far).
VIOLA PARENTE-ČAPKOVÁ is a researcher at the University of Turku and 
an associate professor (docent) at the Charles University, Prague. Her research 
interests include the literature of the European fin de siècle with focus on Finnish 
literature, particularly women, gender studies, examination of otherness in 
literature, theoretical issues in literary history and digital humanities. She has 
218
About the Authors
published extensively on these topics and is the author of the first scholarly 
monograph on L. Onerva: Decadent New Woman (Un)Bound: Mimetic Strategies 
in L. Onerva’s Mirdja.
CARMEN POPESCU, PhD, is Senior Lecturer at the University of Craiova, 
Romania, Faculty of Letters. Her research interests include: comparative 
literature and world literature, Romanian literature, dialogism, intertextuality, 
polyphony, literary communication, (post)modernist poetics. She has pub-
lished a book about parody in Romanian contemporary literature (Scriiturile 
diferenței. Intertextualitatea parodică în literatura română contemporană, 2006) 
and she has edited and co-edited several collective volumes. She has also pub-
lished various articles on intertextuality and the dialogic/ communicative 
dimension of literature.
ZANE ŠILIŅA, Dr. art., Latvian Academy of Culture, associate professor. 
Since 2015, she is also a researcher at the Research Centre, Latvian Academy 
of Culture. Dissertation The Idea of the New World in Rainis’ Plays (2007). The 
research activities include the examination of development of Latvian drama 
and the studies of European literature in the broader cultural context.  She has 
given guest lectures at the Art Academy of Latvia and Jāzeps Vītols Latvian 
Academy of Music.
VIKTORIJA SLŪKA is a PhD candidate at the University of Latvia, Faculty 
of Humanities, and a Latvian Language and Literature teacher. She studied at 
the University of Latvia, Faculty of Philology and Arts (M. Phil. with honours, 
2009), also studied at Faculty of Education, Psychology and Arts (2009–2010). 
Her research interests are Comparative Literature and Arts, Theatre theory 
and History. She has published articles in the journals Przegląd Rusycystyczny 
(2011) and LZA Vēstis (2009), in the books Languages and Cultures of the 
Modern World (Vilnius, 2010) and History in the Theatre and Drama (Riga, 
2011), etc.
INESE VIČAKA is a doctoral student at University of Latvia, Fac ulty of 
Humanities. Her main research interest is the growing field of ecocriticism and 
ecofeminism, focusing on Cormac McCarthy’s extraordinary body of work – 
Southern, western and post-apocalyptic novels. She has pub lished articles on 
Cormac McCarthy.
BEATA WALIGORSKA-OLEJNICZAK is an Assistant Professor and the 
head of the Department of Comparative Studies in Culture and Literature at 
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Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan (Poland). In 2004–2005 she studied 
Postmodern Cinema, American Theatre and Drama, 20th-Century Art at 
North western University (IL, USA). She gave presentations at international 
congresses of ENCLS (Vilnus) and ICLA (Paris). She is the author of two 
monographs: Sacrum on the way. Venedict Erofeev’s Moscow-Petushki and 
Quentin Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction from the angle of montage reading (2013) and 
Theatrical gesture in A. P. Chekhov’s drama The Seagull and free dance as the 
aesthetic context of the Great Theatre Reform (2009). In her research she focuses 
mainly on 20th-century cinema (Sergei Eisenstein, Quentin Tarantino), 
post modern literature in Russia (Venedict Erofeev), anthropology of dance 
(Isadora Duncan, Vaclav Nijinsky), modern drama (Anton Chekhov) and 
art (René Magritte). She published her articles in journals in Poland, Russia, 
Georgia and Lithuania. She is also an editor of 2 monographs and translator of 
several popular science books (from English into Polish).
EUGENIJUS ŽMUIDA graduated from the Vilnius University in 1986 
and completed his PhD in 2006. Since 2003, he’s been a researcher at the 
Lithuanian Literature and Folklore Institute. He has published the monograph 
Vinco Mykolaičio-Putino poezijos ontologiniai aspektai (The Ontological Aspects 
of the Poetry by Vincas Mykolaitis-Putinas, 2007) and is the editor of Alfonsas 
Nyka-Niliūnas: Poetas ir jo pasaulis (Alfonsas Nyka-Niliūnas: Poet and his world, 
Vilnius, 2009), Lietuvių literatūros istorija. XX amžiaus pirmoji pusė (The 
History of Lithuanian Literature of the First Half of the 20th Century (Vilnius, 
2010, 2 vols.) and Eglė žalčių karalienė: variantai grožinėje literatūroje (The Folk 
tale Eglė the queen of serpents in fictional literature, Vilnius, 2013, 2 vols.). 
